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February is the month of love. 
So, I would be amiss if I didn’t 
express how much I LOVE be-
ing the principal of Ocean City 

Elementary School.   

How do I love thee? Let me count the 
ways… 

I love the students – they put a 
smile on my face and love in my 
heart everyday 

I love the staff – hands down, the 
best, hardworking, dedicated, 
loving staff around 

I love the parents – your support 
and consistent dedication fills 
my heart 

I love the community – your loyalty 
is unwavering 

Take the time, not only this month, but 
every month to show how much you love 
those around you. Thank you to every-
one that makes OCES the most won-
derful school. 

Mrs. Julie Smith, 
Principal 

Mrs. Jane Chisholm,  
 Asst. Principal 

Mrs. Linda McGean, 
Counselor 

OCES Phone: 
410-632-5370 

The OCES Motto 

I have a Curious Mind, 

A Caring Heart, and the                              
Courage to never 

 give up! 

OCES Newsletter 
Principal’s Message 

 February 2020 

Shorebirds “Hit the Books”                        

Reading Program 

Don’t forget...the reading 
bookmark stub is due to your 
child’s teacher no later than 

Friday, February 28th.  When 
your child reads 4 books, rec-
ords them on the bookmark 
stub and gives the stub to 

his/her teacher, he/she will receive 2 
free tickets to a Shorebirds’ game. The 
game date will be determined at the end 
of the program. The Shorebirds will give 
$1,000.00 to the school with the highest 
attendance on the night of their game.   

So...get in the game and  

“Hit the Books!” 

Congratulations, Ms. Foreman!   

OCES Teacher of the Year! 

Ms. Foreman received her undergraduate teach-

ing degree from Towson University and Master’s 

degree in Reading and Literacy from Walden Uni-

versity. She has been part of the OCES family 

since 2009 teaching 2nd, 3rd, and 4th grade. Ms. 

Foreman ensures every child that walks into her 

classroom feels comfortable and successful. She 

is a thoughtful teacher who makes it a point to 

develop relationships with all of her students. 

Ms. Foreman utilizes her creative intuition to pre-

pare lessons that are effective and energetic. 

Her lessons combined with her contagious posi-

tivity keeps her students excited about learning! 

We are so lucky to have her!  
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    Lost, But Never Found!  
Our Lost and Found cabinet is growing! We have 
a lot of coats, jackets, hats, gloves and more. 
PLEASE check the lost and found cabinet in the 
cafeteria if your child is missing any items. Labeling your 
child’s lunch boxes/bags, jackets, hats, etc. with their name 
will help return lost items to your child.  

Worcester County 

Media Expo  
AWARDS CEREMONY 

February 13th 5:00 P.M. 

@ WTHS 

 

Best wishes to the following students 
who submitted entries: 

Arif Alhamad, Aiden Backof, Elias 
Baldridge, Chase Bergey, Alice Brailko, 
Isabella Brueckner, Payton Caprarola, 
Israel David, Gabriel Dawkins, Cecelia 
Diehlmann, Abbott Eschenburg, Skylar 
Fluckey, Opal Hambury, Beatriz Kra-

mer, Clementine Kohut, Dorian 
Messick, Stefan Michev, Lamis Omar, 

Spencer Steffy, Mary Wall  
    

Please join us on February 13th to view 
the projects submitted by our stu-
dents. We are very proud of them! 

 

  Star Citizens 

Third grade teacher, Mrs. Mason-Burt was recently 
awarded a grant from the Community Foundation of 
Eastern Shore. The grant money was used to pur-
chase ten sets of Oculus Go Virtual Reality headsets 
for her 3rd grade students. Students have used the 
VR headsets to take virtual walking tours of water-
falls and mountain ranges and active volcanoes in 
Russia and boat tours of dinosaur-filled swamps. 
They also have explored interactive weather applica-
tions using the VR headsets. Students are excited to 
experience many more virtual adventures that inte-
grate their science and social studies curriculum.  

Arif Alhamad Gabriel  Jasinski-Elbaz 

Ryder Bahlmin Lilly McAllister 

Cole Bergey Eliana Milite 

Devin Bloom Jaxon Miller 

Bella Brueckner Asher Nichols 

Umut Cakir Madalynne Pennington 

Camden Church Alex Pouchan 

Gabriel  D'Alfonso Emma Powell 

Gabriel  Dawkins Grace Queen 

Cecilia Diehlmann Veronica Randal 

Elianna Fiori Alex Rittersbacher 

Skyler Flukey Lucas Ruppert 

Leo Geiger Cruz Smith 

Opal Hambury Deisi Valles 

Chloe Holland Isaac Vasquez 

Katie Holloway Rachel Williams 

Zachary Hosford Derek Ye 
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Stand Up, Speak Up 
In February, the Stand Up, Speak Up anti-bullying program is 
highlighting the positive attribute of “courage.” Courage is the 
ability to conquer fear, the confidence to overcome obstacles, and 
to persevere when things are difficult. Synonyms for courage are 
bravery, valor and nerve. We show courage when we speak up in 
defense of ourselves or someone else, even when we feel uncom-
fortable or anxious. The following scenario was shared with stu-
dents. Ask your child what he/she would do in this situation.  

 

PTA News and Information  

 
 Thank you to all who participated in the Holi-
day Shop! 
 
 Our next Dine-a-Round is at Waterman’s Sea-
food on February 1st.. Dine any time from 11 a.m. 
to 9 p.m. and enjoy good food while earning 
funds for our school!  
 
 The ever popular Bingo Night will be held on 
February 7th from 5:30 to 7 pm in the cafeteria. 
Pizza and snacks will be available for purchase. 
 

 We are still in need of volunteers to join the 
golf tournament committee. If you are interest-
ed in helping, please contact Kellie Meehan at 
kmichellemeehan@gmail.com. 

Yearbook Sales 

Yearbooks for the 2019-2020 school year will be on sale February 24th through March 
31st. The cost is $25 until March 28th and then will increase to $30. You may pay by cash 
or a check made payable to OCES. Payments can also be made online with a credit card by 
going to ybpay.lifetouch.com and using yearbook ID Code 1861419. Look for order forms 
to come home in your child’s backpack. 

VALENTINES FOR VETERANS 
 

Each year, students create hand-made 
valentines as part of the Valentines for 
Veterans Card Program to thank veter-

ans for their sacrifices and let them 
know that they are loved, appreciated, 
and not forgotten. This is one way stu-
dents demonstrate our school motto by 
showing that they have "caring hearts." 
This year, cards were sent to Perry Point 
and Charlotte Hall 
Veterans Hospitals, 
Baltimore Rehab 
and Baltimore VA 
Medical Center.   

MR. FINNEY 

LIVING THE OCES MOTTO 
Mr. Finney was nominated for the Kindness 
Award given by the Matt's Kindness Rip-
ples on Foundation. His nomination read in 
part, “Mr. Finney is a much-loved member 
of the OCES family. His kindness and com-
passion have touched students, families 
and staff members. Mr. Finney is the first 
to notice a need and then to quietly fill 
that need, from driving a colleague to doc-
tor appointments every week, to washing 
students’ winter coats, to taking a young 
man for a haircut on a Saturday. Mr. Fin-
ney builds special relationships with stu-
dents.” To read the full nomination, visit: 
https://mattskindnessrippleson.com/
uncategorized/6-inspirational-people-who-
make-kindness-a-way-of-life/ 

May Mr. Finney’s kindness ripple forward 

mailto:kmichellemeehan@gmail.com
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Delays in School Opening for Fog, Bad Weather, or Emergency Closings   
  Listen to the local radio and TV stations, call the Hotline at: 410-632-5399,    

access #6600 or our website at: www.ocelementary.com 

FLU SEASON IS HERE 
 

WHAT ARE THE SYMPTOMS? Symp-
toms of the flu include fever, cough, sore 
throat, headache, body aches, chills, fatigue, 
runny or stuffy nose.   
 
WHAT SHOULD I DO? Contact your 

child’s medical provider if your child is experiencing flu-like 
symptoms. To prevent the flu, encourage your child to avoid 
close contact with those that are sick, wash hands often with 
soap and water, avoid touching nose and mouth and cover 
coughs and sneezes.   

WHEN CAN MY CHILD RETURN TO SCHOOL? Your 
child must be fever free without the use of fever reducers for 
at least 24 hours before returning to school.  
 
HELP AVAILABLE! Please call Nurse McCabe at 410-632-
5373 if your child has been diagnosed with the flu or if you 
have any questions.   

For the latest news and 
information, 

Check out our website at: 
ocelementary.com 

And follow us on Twitter: 
@ocesdolphins and Pinter-
est: OceanCityElementary 

OCES is proud to announce that Elias Baldridge, Lily Kirby and 
Anna McCormack  were named finalists in the Eastern Shore Lit-
eracy Association's 2019 Young Authors' Contest! Finalists are 
individuals who have finished in the top three in their respective 
category and grade level. Congratulations to our Literacy Stars! 
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2020-2021 PreK 4 and K Registration 

 

The goal of Pre-Kindergarten in the public schools is to provide learning experiences to help young children 
build their skills so they are more likely to do well in school.  To be eligible for the Pre-Kindergarten pro-
gram, children must be four years old on or before September 1, 2020. In addition, they also must be 
from families that are economically disadvantaged or homeless. All economically disadvantaged children 
who apply must be enrolled first; however, if there are spaces left, other children may be enrolled.   

 

Children who will be five years old on or before September 1, 2020 must register for Kindergarten. Chil-
dren who are currently attending PreK-3 or PreK-4 at OCES do not need to register for PreK-4 or Kinder-
garten. PreK-3 students will automatically be enrolled in PreK-4. PreK-4 students will automatically be en-
rolled in Kindergarten. 

 

We will begin making appointments for registration on January 27th. Please call Ocean City Elemen-
tary School on January 27th at (410) 632-5370 to schedule a registration appointment. 

 

Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten registration takes place on March 16h and 17th.   

 

The following documents must be brought to the registration appointment: 

 

Birth Certificate (not a birth registration notice) 

Social Security Card 

Current Immunization Record 

Proof of Residency in the Ocean City Elementary School district (deed, lease, or current utili-
ty bill that lists a service area in the OCES district) 

For PreK registration only: proof of income if you want your child to be considered for priority 
enrollment (2019 W-2 income tax form from your employer) 

 

 

2020-2021 PreK 3  

 

The PreK 3 program provides children with Individualized Education Plans (IEP) an opportunity to 
learn alongside typically developing peers. Children must be 3 years old on or before September 1, 
2020, and must be potty trained. Please call the office to request an interest packet. After parents com-
plete the interest packet, children will be screened by the PreK 3 teacher to determine if they are an op-
timal peer model. A limited number of peer models will be enrolled. If you have questions please contact 
Linda McGean, School Counselor at 410-632-5381. 

MCAP Testing Dates 

Performance Based Assessments 

MCAP testing for 3rd and 4th graders starts in April and ends in May. PLEASE note the specific dates below to en-
sure your child will be present on testing days.   

Grade 3 ELA: 4/21-4/24 

Grade 4 ELA: 4/27, 4/29-30, 5/1 

Grade 3 Math: 5/4-6, 5/8 

Grade 4 Math: 5/12-5/15 

It is IMPORTANT that your child be here for testing. Thank You! 

The Worcester County Board of Education does not discriminate in admissions, access, treatment, or employment in its pro-
grams and activities on the basis of race, sex (including sexual harassment), sexual orientation, marital status, color, gender 
identity and expression, national origin, creed, religion, age, ancestry, genetic information, or physical or mental disability. 
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